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Pending exportation, it shall be de-
tained at the owner’s expense in the 
custody of the U.S. Customs Service at 
the U.S. port. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0920–0134) 

§ 71.52 Turtles, tortoises, and terra-
pins. 

(a) Definitions. 
As used in this section the term: 
Turtles includes all animals com-

monly known as turtles, tortoises, ter-
rapins, and all other animals of the 
order Testudinata, class Reptilia, except 
marine species (Families Dermochelidae 
and Cheloniidae). 

(b) Importation; general prohibition. 
Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, live turtles with a carapace 
length of less than 4 inches and viable 
turtle eggs may not be imported into 
the United States. 

(c) Exceptions. (1) Live turtles with a 
carapace length of less than 4 inches 
and viable turtle eggs may be imported 
into the United States, provided that 
such importation is not in connection 
with a business, and the importation is 
limited to lots of fewer than seven live 
turtles or fewer than seven viable tur-
tle eggs, or any combinations of such 
turtles and turtle eggs totaling fewer 
than seven, for any entry. 

(2) Seven or more live turtles with a 
carapace length of less than 4 inches, 
or seven or more viable turtle eggs or 
any combination of turtles and turtle 
eggs totaling seven or more, may be 
imported into the United States for 
bona fide scientific or educational pur-
poses or for exhibition when accom-
panied by a permit issued by the Direc-
tor. 

(3) The requirements in paragraphs 
(c)(1) and (c)(2) of this section shall not 
apply to the eggs of marine turtles ex-
cluded from these regulations under 
§ 71.52(a). 

(d) Application for permits. Applica-
tions for permits to import turtles, as 
set forth in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion, shall be made by letter to the Di-
rector, and shall contain, identify, or 
describe, the name and address of the 
applicant, the number of specimens, 
and the common and scientific names 
of each species to be imported, the 
holding facilities, the intended use of 

the turtles following their importation, 
the precautions to be undertaken to 
prevent infection of members of the 
public with Salmonella and Arizona bac-
teria, and any other information and 
assurances the Director may require. 

(e) Criteria for issuance of permits. A 
permit may be issued upon a deter-
mination that the holder of the permit 
will isolate or otherwise confine the 
turtles and will take such other pre-
cautions as may be determined by the 
Director to be necessary to prevent in-
fection of members of the public with 
Salmonella and Arizona bacteria and on 
condition that the holder of the permit 
will provide such reports as the Direc-
tor may require. 

(f) Interstate Regulations. Upon admis-
sion at a U.S. Port, turtles and viable 
turtle eggs become subject to Food and 
Drug Administration Regulations (21 
CFR 1240.62) regarding general prohibi-
tion. 

(g) Other permits. Permits to import 
certain species of turtles may be re-
quired under other Federal regulations 
(50 CFR parts 17 and 23) protecting such 
species. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0920–0134) 

§ 71.53 Requirements for importers of 
nonhuman primates. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this sec-
tion is to prevent the transmission of 
communicable disease from nonhuman 
primates (NHPs) imported into the 
United States, or their offspring, to hu-
mans. The regulations in this section 
are in addition to other regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary to pre-
vent the introduction, transmission, 
and spread of communicable diseases 
under 42 CFR part 71, subpart A and 42 
CFR part 70. 

(b) Scope. This section applies to any 
person importing a live NHP into the 
United States, including existing im-
porters, any person applying to become 
a registered importer, and any person 
importing NHP products. 

(1) Importers must make their facili-
ties, vehicles, equipment, and business 
records, including employee health 
records and animal health records, 
used in the importation of NHPs, avail-
able to HHS/CDC for inspection during 
operating business days and hours, and 
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